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GEOGRAPHY OF QUEENSLAND 



PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY* 

Boundaries.— On the N. by Torres Straits; E. by 
Pacific Ocean; S. by a line running west from Point 
Danger, along the Macpherson and Dividing Bamges, the 
Diimaresque or Severn River to the Macintyre River, 
and thence by the 29th parallel of S. lat. to the 141st 
meridian of E. Ion.; and on the W. by Hist meridian 
of E. Ion. as far north as 26^ S. lat., where the 138th 
meridian becomes the boundary line north to the Gulf 
of Carpentaria in 16' 20' S. lat. 

Extent. — Greatest length from Cape York to S. bound- 
ary, 1 240 miles. Greatest breadth along 26th parallel, 940 
miles. Area, 678,500 sq. miles, nearly 435 millions of 
acres, or about eleven times the size of England and 
Walea It ranks third in size among the colonies of 
Australia. 

Coast-Line. — The coast-line is broken on the East by 
many excellent bays formed by islands lying nearly 
parallel to the coast, by the estuaries of rivers, and, in 
several cases, by a combination of both; it is 2550 miles 
in length. 

GULFS AND BAYS. 

Moidton B., 60 miles lon^, is formed by Stradbroke, Moreton, 
and Bribie Isls., and is entered by "N, and S. Passages. 

Lagnna B., north of Moreton B. 

Wide B., leads into Harvey E, which is between Sandy IsL 
and the mainland. 

Tin^ B., south of Hervey B. 
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Baffle Credcand Bnotard B., sonih of Fort Curtis, which is formed 

by Curtis and Facing Isls. 
Keppel B., at the mouth of the Fitzroy K, and aorth-west of 

Curtis Isl. 
Port Bowen, to the north of C. Manifold. 
Shoalwater B. and Qroad Sound, in the north of Fort .Curtis 

district. 
Beimlse B., west of C] Conway. 
Fort Molle, in Whitsunday Passage. 
Edgecuml)e B.» with Port Denison formed by Gloncester Isl. 
Upstart B., BowUng-gresn B., and Cletelaiid B^ west of capes 

bearing the same names, the last b^ng sheltered by Mag- 
netic IsL 
Halifax B., north of Cleveland K 
Bockingliam B., formed by Hinchmbrook Island* 
Mourllyan Harbour, ^ miles north of CardwelL 
Trinity B., Batbunt B., Frincess Charlotte's B., Lloyd B., Tsmpls 

B., Slielbnme B., and Newcastle B., in the east of Cape York 

Peninsula. 
Golf of Carpentaria in the north. 

STRAITS. 

South Entrance, passage into Moreton B., between Stradbroke 

and Moreton Isls. 
North Entrance, passage into Moreton B«, between Moreton and 

. Bribie Isls. 
Wide Bay Bar, south entrance to Hervey B. 
Curtis Strait, between Breaksea Spit and Lad^ Elliot Isle. 
The Narrows, between Curtis IsL and the mainland, and joining 

Port Curtis to Keppel B. 
Whitsunday Passage, IKEagnetic Island Channel, Hlnchinbrook 

Channel, and Albany Pass, between islands of those names 

and the mainland. 
Torres Strait, between C. York and New Guinea, and joining 

the Coral Sea to the Arafnra Sea. 
Endeavour Strait^ separating Prince of Wales Island from the 

mainland. 
Investigator Road, between Bentinck and Sweer's Isls., in the 

G. of Carpentaria. 

CAPES. 
Point Danger, on south boundary line. 

Lookout and Amity, N.E. and N. W. points of Stradbroke IsL . 
C. Moreton, N. point of Moreton IsL 
Skirmish Pt., on Bribie Isl. 
Point WiOkham, N. of Bribie Isl. 
Keusa Head, S. of Laguna B. 
Double Island Point and Inskip Point, S. of Wide R 
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ZBdiAn Hd., the most eastern, and [Sandy 0., terminating in 

Breaksea Spit, the most northern points of Sandy Isl. 
9ii8tard Hd., S. of Port Curtis. 
0. Capricorn, eastern, andO..Kdppel, northern, points of Curtis Isl. 

0. Kaalfold, N. of Keppel B. 

0. Clinton, at the entrance to Fort Bowen. 

0. Townshe&d, near Shoalwater B 

0. Falmenton, N. of Broad Sound. 

Blade Folnt^ N. of Pioneer B. 

C. HlUsborongb, to the south, and C. Conway at the entrance of 

Bepulse B. 
0. COonoester, 0. Upstart C. Bowling-green, and C. Cleyeland, 

south entrances to bays bearing same names. 
0. Bandwiob, on Hinchinbrook IsL 
TUn CSbanter Point, north entrance to Rockingham B. 
C. Grafton, southern, and 0. Tribulation, northern, points of 

Trinity R 
Capes Bedford, Flattery, Lookont, MelTiUe, Sidmouth. Direction, 

Weymouth, and QfenTille, on east of C. York Peninsula. 
0. Tork, on the north. Vftxythen, Point on west of C. York Pen. 
C» Yaa Dlemaiiy on Momington Isl., in G. of Carpentaria. 

ISLANDS. 

Stradbroke, MONtOB, and Bribie lalanda, forming Moreton B. 

Mnd, St Helena (penal station). Green, Feel (quarantine station), 
Maeleay, andBussell Isla., in Moreton B. 

Bandy or Ftaser IsL, E. of Hervey B. 

Lady BUiofB IsL, N. of Hervey B. 

Wdody laL, near the mouth of the Mary R in Hervey B. 

Facing laL, opposite Qladstone, and Curtis IsL, S. of Keppel B. 

Bunker and Capricorn groups, E. of Keppel B. 

Townshend IsL, off Shoalwater B. 

Fercy, Northumberland, Beverley, and Cumberland groups, be- 
tween C. Conway and C. Townshend. 

Flat-top IsL, at the mouth of the Pioneer H. 

Whitsunday Isl. and Hook IsL, between C. Conway and C. Glou- 
cester. 

Gloucester IsL, forming Edgecumbe Bi 

Kagnetio IsL, off Clevdand B. 

Palm Isls., N.E. of Halifax B. 

Hinchinbrook IsL, S. of Bockingham B. 

Uard hSL^ N.E. of Cape Ekttery. 

Flinders group, E. of Princess Charlotte's B. 

Frince of Wales, Wednesday, and Booby Isls., in Torres Str. 

Mdmington, Ben t inOk, and Sweer's Isls., in G. of Carpentaria. 

^e Great Barrier Beef skirts the eastern coast as far south as 
iproad Sound ^ it is o| coral formation. 
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MOUNTAINS. 

The Main Range (a continuation of the Blue Mts. of 
New S. Wales) runs, under different names, from Mt. 
Lindsay to C. York — ^preserving throughout its whole 
length the strict characteristic of a watershed between 
Eastern and Western Eivers. Starting at Mt. Lindsay, 
which is not far from the sea, it runs due north for 120 
miles ; in this section are the lofty elevations of Spicer 
Fk. and Mt. Mitchell, to the north of which is Cunning- 
ham's Gap. The range then begins to bear away to- 
wards the west, and under the names of Gooyar and 
Bometlr Banges, separates the Burnett waters on the 
north-east from those of the Condamine on the south-- 
west. The Bunya Bunya Mts., about 35 miles from 
Dalby, belong to this section of the range. Proceeding 
thence in a north-westerly direction, under the names of 
Denham and Caernarvon Ranges, it separates the Daw- 
son waters of the north-east from those of the Maranoa 
of the south-west, and culminates in an elevated tract 
called Bnckland's Table-land, in which the Nogoa, Bely- 
ando, Barcoo, and Warrego take their rise. About 24® 
26' S. lai, and 147® E. Ion., at Mt. Pluto, 300 miles 
from the sea, the range resumes its northerly course, 
separating the Belyando waters of the north-east from 
the Thomson waters of the south-west. Continuing still 
north, it, at the 21st par. of S. lat., throws off a western 
arm. This western arm is the watershed between the 
rivers flowing! into the Gulf, and those which seek a 
southerly outlet in Lake Torrens. From the point of 
departure at Mt Pluto, the northern Main Range trends 
towards the east, whilst the Pacific coast trends westward, 
so that, at the 18th par. of S. lat., it becomes the Coast 
Bange, and as such assumes the form of a basaltic plateau, 
about 2000 ft. high, with here and there well-defined peaks. 

The Coast Range, named in certain parts Leichhardt, 
Broad Sonnd, and Connor's Ranges, runs parallel to the 

coast at a distance of from 40 to 100 miles, sending 
easterly spurs down to the ocean, such as the Barambah 
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and Jimna Bangle, separating Moreton district from Wide 
Bay district; Dawes Rang^, separating Burnett district 
from Ft. Curtis district; Palmerston BangSi separating 
Ft. Curtis district from Kennedy district; Double Point 
Range, separating Kennedy district from Cook district. 

The Drummond Range, though not always of a moun- 
tainous character, is easily traceable from Mt. Fluto to 
the sea at C. Falmerston ; at Fletcher's Awl, a peak of 
this range, IST.E. of Clermont, a remarkable series of peaks 
(Feak EAnge) breaks off and runs S. between the Theresa 
Ck. waters (Peak Downs) and the Isaacs* 

MiNOB Ranges. 

Mftcidierson Ba., an easterly spur from Mt liudesay to Point 
Danger. « 

Little Liverpool Ba., 20 miles west of Ipswich, 

Flinder'B Feak and Mt. Walker, in W. Moreton. 

Taylor Ra. and OlassbOTise Hts., near Brisbane. 

D'Agnllar Ra. 

Gore's Ba., west of Leybum, Darling Downs dist. 

Znnlskillen Ba., west from Bucklanas Table-land watershed, be- 
tween Barcoo and Warrego. 

Expedition Ba., a precipitous spur, leaving Main Bange at Mt. 
, King, in S. lat. 24^ 35', running due north and forming the 
watershed between the Dawson and Comet Rivers. 

Bellenden Ker Hills, about 100 miles north-west of Cardwell, 
5200 feet high. 

Macaltster Ba., near and parallel to coast, north from C. GraftOBt 

Mt. Cook, 1500 feet high, at mouth of the Endeavour £• 

TABLE-LANDS. 

The name, though used, is not strictly applicable to 
the Downs^ which are their representatives in this colony. 
These are undulating lands, usually bare of timber, richly 
grassed, and of great value for agricultural and pastoral 
purposes, except in the far interior, where, owing to the 
uncertainty of the climate, agriculture is at present un- 
profitable. They are found on the Condamine B. (Darling 
Downs), Maranoa, Warrego R., Barcoo R., Thompson R, 
Comet R., Nogoa R., Mackenzie R. (Peak Downs), on 
§ome of the Gulf riyersi and iii smaller patches ^where. 
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RIVEBS. 

There are three distinct river systems — Northern, 
Eastern, and Western. The Northern embraces all those 
rivers which flow into the G. of Carpentaria, and are^ 
proceeding from west to east : — 

The Allwrt B. (tributaries on left bank, Nicholson, 0*Shanna39ey, 

and Oregory), 
Loiobbardt B., Flinders B. (tribs. on left bank, PorcwphM Crk^ 

Walker's Crk,^ Cloneurry li,, and Armstrong CrL; on right, 

JhUton B, and SaaebyB,), it enters the Golf by two months, 

flindeon and Bynoe. 
Hormaa B, (trib. on right bank, Creen Crk), 
GUlMrt B. (tribs. on right bank, BollesUm B,, Mheridge R, and 

Mnneskigh B). 
Btaaton B., with Gockbnrn Crk. 
Mitchell B., (tribs. on right bank. Palmer; on left bank, Tait, 

Walsh, and Lynd Bivs.) 
Jardlno, falling into Endeavonr Strait. 

The Eastern system embraces all those rivers which 
flow into the Paciflo Ocean, and are as follows, proceeding 
from north to south : — 

Kennedy B. falls into Princess Charlotte's B. 

Endeavour B. enters Pacifio 0. in Id"" 27' 20" S. lai 

Salntree and Mossman Bivs. fat! into north part of Trinity B. 

Moresby B. into Monrilyan Harbour. 

COadys or Johnston B. into Pacific, 17'' 30" S. lat 

Herbert B. into Hinchinbrook Channel. 

Boss Greek into Cleveland B. 

Bnrdekin B. (tribs. on right bank, Bowen B., Belyando, with 
SuUor and Cape Bivs., and Clarke B.), empties by north 
channel into Bowling-green B., and by east channel into 
Upstart B. 

Pioneer B. into Pacific 0., north of C. Palmerston. 

Titiroy B. (trib. on the right, the Dawson, above the junction of 
which it is called the Mackerme, and receives on the same 
side the Comet, above the junction of which it is called the 
Nogoa, so that the Nogoa, Mackenzie, and Fitzroy are really 
one river; tribs. on the left, the Isaacs B,, and several large 
creeks). 

Calliope and Boyne Bivs., into Pt. Curtis. 

Baffle Greek and Solan B. into Pacific 0. 

Burnett B. (tribs. on right bank, Boyne, AvXmmf Baramhah^ 
Bivs,), into north part of Hervey B. 
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KaryR. (tribs. on right bank, Gimpie and Tinana CrJca.), into 
Wide B. 

Neusa R., into Lagona B. 

Mooroo<^dbre and Mooloolah Rivs. into Pacific, north of Point 
E^per. 

Caboolture R., Bnrpengary Crlc., N. and S. Fine R., and Cabbage- 
tree Crk., into north end of Moreton B. 

Brisbane R. rises in Burnett Bange, flows in a southerly direction 
for about two-thirds of its course, and for about one-third. 
(60 miles) in an easterly direction, the latter part of its course 
only being navigable, (tribs. on right bank, Cooyar^ Emu, 
Cresbrook, and Lockyer Crke,, Bremer i?., and Bundamha^ 
Oxley, Norman, and Bulimha Crks.; on left bank, Stanley JR., 
MoggiU, and Breakfast Crks,), and falls into Moreton B. 

£ogan R. (trib. on right bank, the Albert B.) 

Plmpama R., Coomera R., and Nerang Crk., fall* into south end 
of Moreton B. 

The Western Bystem embraces those rivers which flow 
into the Darling It. and Cooper's Crk. : — 

M'Intyre R., with Seyem or Dnmaresque, on south boundary of 
colony, receiving on its right, or Queensland side, Pikers 
Crk., Madntyre Brook, and Weir E., enters New S. Wales. 

Uoonle R. enters New S. Wales ; Condamlne R. takes its rise 
near Mt. Lindsay; then follows a course nearly parallel to 
the Main Ka., viz., north and west, till joined on right 
bank by the Dogwood Crk. (at this point it assumes the 
name of Balonne), and llaraiLoa R. , from whence it follows a 
southerly course into New S. Wales; (tribs. on right bank, 
Emu, Swan, Dalrymple, Cowrie, Oakey, Myall, Dogwood, 
Bungil, and Cogoon Crks. ; also Maranoa R. ; tribs. on left 
bank, Canal, Kogan, Undulla, and Murilla Crks). 

Warrego R., rising on south side of Buckland's Table-land, flows 
almost due S. into the Darling K. (tribs. on right bank, Nive 
and Ward Rivs.; on left bank, Angettala Crk). 

Barcoo R., called the Victoria by Mitchell, rises on western slope 
of Buckland's Table-land, and flows west and south into 
Cooper's Crk. (tribs. on right bank, Alice R., Thomson R., 
with Landsborough Crk.; on left bank, Ravensboume Crk). j 

Faroo R. flows south into Darling B. 

LAKES. 

Neither numerous nor large. The principal are :— 

Broadwater, near Dalby. 

Killamey, 20 miles from Warwick. 

Cootliaraba, on the Keusa K. ^ n 
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Numerous lagoons are found along the southern boundary, and 
in the neighbourhood of Rockhampton. A striking counterpart to 
the inland saline dnunaee of Asia and America is found in two 
considerable salt-water lakes, situated in what is called "The 
Desert,'' a sort of basin in the Main BAuge, north-west of the 
Belyanido lU 

CLIMATE, &c. 

Climate.— The range of latitude (10'' to 29'' S.)> involving the 
fact that the colony lies in two zones, and the great diversity of 
elevation, cause great diversity of temperature. 

The mean annual temperature at C. M'oreton, on the sea coast, 
is about 69**; at Brisbane, from 69° to 7V; at Toowoomba^ on 
west side of range, 80 miles from the coast, and 1960 ft. above 
the sea-level, 62°. The more westerly elevations increase in 
temperature, whilst as we proceed north a tropical climate is 
attamed. 

' Rainfall. — The rainfall during 1874 (which was generally less 
than usual) averaged, along the coast, 54 '5 inches during an 
average of 93 davs; at places exceeding 10 miles from coast, but 
seaward of the Coast Hange, 40 inches during an average of 76 
days ; and at places west of the Coast Range, as far imand as 
350 xniles, 32 '4 inches during an average of 61 days. 

Winds. — The winds tend to temper the heat of the climate, 
those prevailing being easterly, north-easterly, and southerly. 
Hot winds, such as are prevalent during the summer in the other 
Australian colonies, are little known. 

Frosts are frequent on the southern table-lands. The climate 
for the greater pui; of the year is dry and healthy, but in the 
far norui, and especially on the low coast lands of the Gulf 
country, the moist tropical summer heat is very tiying to 
Europeans. 

Soiu^The Gulf country and the western interior possess a 
marly soil, which favours the growth of salt bush and other 
saline herbage. The Downs and the vast plains of the west yield 
a natural herbage, of excellent quality for the rearing of cattie 
and sheep. In the Maranoa dismct. salt bush jplains and useless 
sandy riases are found. The soil oi the Darlmg Downs is vol- 
canic, and eminently suited for the growth of cereals. 

The east coast consists of forest land, carboniferous in forma- 
tion, with rich alluvial scrub lands along the banks of its rivers, 
the latter being tiie sugar lands of the colony; tracts of volcanic 
formation are also found on the East coasts 
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MiinsRALS. — The chief mining industries are— Gold, copper, 
tin, and coal. 

Gold. — ^The alluvial deposits are generally shallow, and soon 
worked out. The gold-bearing reefs already discovered are 
numerous, and are spread over we colony from S. to N., thus: — 
At EiQOggera, near Brisbane; Talgai, Canal Grk., and Lucky 
Valley on the Upper C(»idamine; Gympie, 120 miles N. of 
Brisbane, hitherto the principal reefing district of the colony; 
KiUdvan, Jimna, Imbil, and Cania, small mining districts near 
Crvmpie; Calliope, near Gladstone; Crocodile, Cawarra], and 
Morinish, in the neighbourhood of Bockhampton; and Peak 
Downs in Leichhardt district. In Northern Queensland : — Mt. 
Wyatt, 110 miles from Bowen; Bavenswood, 75 miles from 
Townsville; Charters Towers, 50 miles from Bavenswood : Cape 
diggings on river of same name; Gilbert, 170 miles W. of Card- 
weU; Etheridge, 200 miles W. of Cardwell; Cloncnrry, on a 
tributary of the Flinders B.; Palmer Biver, with Kormanby and 
Hodgkinson diggings, 100 miles from Cooktown. The amount 
of gold exported in 1875 amounted to 391,515 oz., valued at 
£1,498,433. 

Copper. — Peak Downs, 278 miles from Bockhampton, workings 
commenced in 1865; Mt. Perry, 70 miles from Maryborough; 
Cloncnrry, said to be very rich, but difficulty of transport has 
prevented its being worked. The amount of ore raised in 1875 
was 15,885 tons. 

Tin. — Found mainly on the S. boundary, along the Severn B. 
and its tributaries, especially Quartpot Crk. The production of 
this has decreased from 3790 tons, worth £208,993 in 1873, to 
2470 tons, worth only £103,740 in 1875. 

Coal. — Coal measures are found on the Mackenzie B., and on 
E. coast as far N. as Baffle Crk. On the Bremer B. are the 
Aberdare and Tivoli mines; on the Brisbane B., the Bedbank 
mines; on the Burnett B., the Bingera mines; and N. from 
Maryborough, the Burrum mines. West of the Main Ban^e, on 
the Darling Downs, coal is found at Warwick, Allora, Clifton, 
and near Dalby. The production of 1875 amoimted to 32,107 
tons, valued at £14,835, and being the output of nine mines. 

In addition to these principal minerals, cinnabar has been found 
at Kilkivan; aniimony at Gladstone and in the Burnett district; 
bismuth at Cloncnrry and in Burnett district; lead at Bavens- 
wood, Gilbert, and in Burnett district; and iron-ore is to be found 
throughout the colony. 

Veostation. — ^The trees which Queensland possesses, in com- 
mon with the other colonies, and especially with New S. 
Wales, are: — 

The numerous family of Acacias, represented by the weepins 
and Dalby myalls, ana the brigalow, as well as the black ancl 
silver wattles, so much esteemed by tanners, 
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The Eucalsrpts, represented by the spotted gum, the bloodwood, 
the blue gum, the stringy bark, the black butt, the silver-leafed 
and narrow-leafed ironbarks, the box of the interior, and the 
green-topped box of the coast. 

Other valuable trees are— the silky oak, used for cooperage 
purposes; lignum vitse; the white mangrove, used for iianning 
purposes; the yellow, deep yellow, and tulip woods, used by 
cabmet-makers; two sorts of apple-tree, one useless, and the 
other excellent as a timber; the red and white cedars; and the 
tamarind tree. 

The pines, represented by the pines of the coast, the Moreton 
££^ pine, and tnree sorts of cypress. 

The Moreton Bay fig is a noble shade tree. 

Trees peculiar to Queensland are: — 

Pines. — ^Dundathu, in Wide B. district; bunya, on the water- 
shed of the Burnett, Brisbane, and Condamine Eivs. 

A peculiar species, of Shea Oak, a coast tree, is found in More> 
ton district and northwards. 

Five different species of Fig-trees, found on the Brisbane H, 
Eockingham B., Hubert R., and at 0. York, are of little value 
for timber, but form excellent shade trees. 

EucalyptB. — Lemon-scented gum, found at Gladstone and W. 
of that town; the large-leafed gum of the Herbert B., and the 
Moreton B. ash. 

The Bottle-tree, so named from the peculiar shape of the trunk, 
is found on the watersheds of the Dawson and Condamine. A 
species of Ebony is found near Rockhampton. The noble shady 
Leichhardt tree is found on the Burdekin, and the Nonda tree at 
Cape York. Towards the Gulf, tall cabbace-tree palms, the 
drooping tea-tree, the prickly pandanus, and the bauhinia, are 
found. 

Among the native fruits are: — The ELiun of Rockingham B. ; 
the Lime of the Brisbane river scrub; and the Quondong of the 
coast river scrubs. 

Parasites. — These are represented in this colony by the genus of 
the loranthus, which, with its beautiful reddish flowers, is found 
clinging to the gum trees. Three species of misletoes, one 
covered by a beautiful golden tomentum, are also found. The 
preceding, together with several species of dodders, and a large 
root parasite found on the Pioneer R., form the prominent ones. 

Epiphsrtes, or plants simply growing on trees, but not drawing 
their subsistence from them, are represented by the orchids, 
with beautiful sweet-scented flowers; as also by the elk's-hom, 
stag's-hom, and bird's-nest ferns found in the scrubs. 

Aduatio Plants embrace the water butter-cup, with 
divided leaves and bright yellow flowers; th« liurge 
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water lily; the pink water lily, the largest aquatic of the oolony; 
the bur^reed, found in swamps; and the fringed water lilies. 

Grasses. — Among these there are the water grass of marsh 
lauds, a species like sorghum; the umbrella grass of the Darling 
Downs; the spear ^ass of the tropics, often standing 10 feet high, 
and bearing severu spikes of flowers resembling ears of wheat ; 
the kangaroo grass, found on open hill-sides, with the special 
species, the Downs oat grass; and the spinifex or porcupine grass, 
so harsh that sheep will not eat it, except when springing fresh 
after burning. 

Z00L0G7. — MaTiinia.lia. — Chiefly marsupials, among which we 
may notice several species of kangaroo, tne paddymelon or pan- 
demelon, and the potoroo, or kangaroo rat; the peramales, of 
which the bandicoot is the only representative; and the phalan- 
gers, represented by the opposum, squirrel (or petaurus), and 
native bear (or koala). 

'The dasyures, a highly carnivorous group, are represented by 
the spotted dasyure, or native cat. 

The monotremats (approximating to, or forming a connecting 
link between mammalia and birds), are represented by the por- 
cupine, ant-eater, or Australian hedgehog, and by the duck-bill, 
(omithorhynchus paradoxis, or platypus, or Australian water- 
mole). 

The native dog, or dingo, the only non-marsupial quadruped 
indigenous to the colony, is notorious for its ravages among sheep. 
Among marine mammals are the whale, and dugong or yungun, 
whose mde, flesh, and oil have a commercial value. 

Imported stock— horses, cattle, sheep, and goats thrive well. 

Birds. — The raptores, or birds of prey, as the wedge-tailed 
eagle (scarcely inferior to the golden eagle of Europe); the white- 
bemed sea eagle; hawks (including two harriers, the Australian 
or swamp, and Jardine's); falcons, gosshawks, and owls. The 
passeres, or perching birds, in great variety, as the goat-sucker, 
podargus or morepork; needle-tailed swift; welcome swallow 
(representative of chimney swallow of old England); the giant 
kingfisher, known as the laughing jackass; the variegated bee- 
eater; the rifle bird (the male of a beautiful dark metallio green 
colour, the female "sombre as can well be imagined"); the 
honey-eater (feeding on the flowers of the banksia); the lyre bird 
(about 3i feet in length, extremely cautious — ^nest made of sticks, 
roots, and moss, and covered with a dome-like roof); crows — the 
piping crow, the Australian crow (in habits and voice like the 
European carrion crow); and the satin bower bird (named from 
a sort of bower or arbour of twigs built by it). 

The ScanBOres, or climbing birds, as parrots, which occur in 
r9st quantities, and present a greiit variety of plumage, pro- 
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minent among which are the king, blue mountain, rosella, and 
grey parrots (the last of which learns to speak with great readi* 
ness); and cockatoos, the black, white, and grey. 

The ColumlMB, or pigeon tribe, very numerous and beautiful, 
represented by the bronze-winged, wonga-wonga, painted, and 
crested pigeons. 

GalllnjMeouB Birds embrace the mound bird, or jungle fowl 
(which deposits its eggs in great heaps of leaves previously col- 
lected, the heat of uie decaying leaves sufficing to hatch the 
eggs); and the brush or scrub turkey (also a mound-building bird). 

The Cunores or runners, as the emu and the cassowary. 

The Natatores, or swimming birds, in great variety, as ducks, 
the black swan, tiie cereopsis, or New Holland Goose, and the 
pelican. 

Beftiles. — The largest is the alligator, of northern rivers. 
Snakes abound, many are venomous, though few are deadly; 
amone the latter the most dangerous are the death adder and 
the black snake. Among the non-venomous are the diamond 
and carpet snakes. Iguanas and many smaller species of lizard 
abound. Marino tortoises or turtles furnish the tortoise-shell of 
commerce. 

Fish. — The most common table fish are — ^the mullet, jew, 
bream, schnapper, fiathead, and kingfish, in salt water. The 
Murray cod found in the Severn and Condamine ftivs.; the 
burrumundi of the Dawson K. ; and the salmon of the Burnett 
R., in fresh water. Several species of the shark, and the ray or 
skate, are numerously represented. 

Beche-de-mer, called also sea-cucumber and trepang, is much 
esteemed by the Chinese as an article of food. This fishery is 
carried on chiefly in Torres Straits. 

Crustaceans. — Crabs, shrimps, and cray-fish are common. 
Shells—the pearl oyster from Torres Str. forms an article of 
commerce. 

Ikseots. — ^Butterflies, beetles, phasmidffi (walking leaves and 
mantis), locusts, grasshoppers, and cicaduB (colonial locust). Of 
butterflies, several very large and handsome species are known, 
as the omithoptera, of rich silken green and velvet black, and 
the papilio ulysses, of shining blue, with deep black border. 
Centipedes and spiders are exceedingly plentiful. The trap-door 
spider is found in certain situations. 
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POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY. 

Population. — Exclusive of aborigines, 180,000 (1876), 
and steadily on the increase. The sources of increase may- 
be seen thus: — In 1875, 24,809 immigrants arrived by 
sea, of whom 5000 were from Great Britain, 8500 from 
other Australian colonies, 7250 Chinese, 2700 Polyne- 
sians, and 559 of other nationalities; while, during the 
same time, 9640 persons left the colony by sea, leaving 
an increase of 15,169, which, added to 2602, the excess 
of births over deaths, gives a total increase in popidation 
of 17,771 in 1875. The arrivals and departures by land 
are imimportant. The great influx of Chinese has been 
caused by extensive discoveries of gold-flelds on the 
heads of the Mitchell B. 

Government. — ^Is vested in a Governor appointed by 
the Queen, an Executive Council of six members, a Le- 
gislative Council of 28 members, and a Legislative 
Assembly of 43 members. The members of the Legis- 
lative Council are nominated by the Governor in 
Council, and hold office for life. The members of the 
Legislative Assembly represent single electorates, and are 
elected for five years by those holding due qualifications. 
A duly qualified elector " must be of the age of 21 years; 
he must also possess a freehold worth XI 00, or pay rent 
for a house or land of not less than £10 per ann., or hold 
a pastoral license from the Crown, or be in receipt of £100 
per ann. as a salaiy, or pay £40 per ann. for board and 
lodging, or £10 for lodging alone. He must also be a 
natural bom or naturalised subject of the Queen, and 
have resided in the colony six months before voting.'' 

Revenue. — The revenue is derived from Customs, in- 
cluding an ad valorem duty of 5 per cent., excise, rents 
from selectors and Crown tenants, land sales, miners* 
rights, railway receipts, and general licenses. It amounts 
to nearly £1,500,000 per ann., while the expenditure is 
considerably above that; and to meet the deficiency, 

y 
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yarious loans, amounting in all to £5,000,000, have been 
raised and expended on public works. 

Imports. — The imports include manufactured linen, 
woollen, and cotton goods, glassware, hardware, machinery 
for farming, and for sugar and quartz crushing, carriages, 
breadstuffs, fruit, potatoes, ales, wines, spirits, tobacco, 
and live stock, amounting annually to over £3,000,000. 

Exports. — ^These, in the order of value, are — ^gold, 
wool, live stock, tin, copper, sugar; to which must be 
added, tallow, hides, horns, bones, timber, fruit, and 
arrowroot. 

Means of Communication. — RaUwags — ^South Wes- 
tern Railway, from Brisbane to Dalby and Warwick^ 
212 miles. Northern line from Bockhampton to Dingo, 
about 88 miles; the former line is being extended 
from Dalby to Roma, a distance of 170 miles, while the 
latter is being steadily pushed forward to the Expedition 
Bange. 

Frequent communication is maintained between towns 
on the eastern sea-board, by means of coasting steamers 
and small sailing craft. 

Telegraph Lines. — 5000 miles of wire have been 
erected, connecting Cooktown and the remote Gulf settle- 
ment with the capital, and affording a means of communi- 
cation, not only among the chief towns of the colony, 
but also with the southern colonies. 350,000 telegraphic 
messages are sent annually. 

Postal Boutes. — ^These extend in all directions. The 
Ocean Mail service provided by the Queensland Govern- 
ment is that of the Torres Strait route, by which pas- 
sengers proceed from Brisbane to Singapore via Torres 
Strait in about three weeks, and thence to Great Britain 
by the Asiatic mail steamer. The colony also partakes 
of the benefits of the Suez and Pacific Mail Companies' 
services. 
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TOPOGRAPHY. 

The districts, which are well defined by natural boun- 
darieSj have been split up into 43 electorates. 

The Coast Districts are, from S. to N.: — 

I. MoEETON District (comprising E. and "W. Moreton) 
is bounded on the N. by Barambah and Jimna Ba.; S. by 
Macpherson Ra.; E. by Pacific O.; W. by Dividing Ra.; 
area, 7700 sq. miles; and contains 15 electorates. 

Timber-getting is the principal pursuit in the north 
part between the Coast Ha. and Pacific O., while the 
more westerly north part, or basin of Upper Brisbane, 
lying between Coast Ea. and Main Ea. is almost entirely 
devoted to pastoral pursuits. The central part, inter- 
sected by the South-Western Railway, is devoted to 
market-gardening around Brisbane, and more extensive 
farming towards the west and north-cast. In the Southern 
or Logan district, sugar-growing forms the principal 
occupation; while towards the intersection of the Main 
and Macpherson Ranges, cattle-rearing and timber-getting 
prevaiL 

The fruits and grains grown in this district are— wheat, 
maize, lucerne, sorghum, potatoes (English and sweet), 
arrowroot, sugar, bananas, pine-apples, grapes, oranges, 
lemons, peaches, figs, etc. This is the most populous 
district in the colony. 

Chief Towns. 

BrlBbanOi the capital of the colony, is situated on both banks 
of the Brisbane R., in 27' 28' 3" S. lat., and 163° 6' 16" E. Ion., 
26 miles from its mouth, and 600 miles from Sydney. A magni- 
ficent iron structure, called the Victoria Bridge, fully a i mile long, 
connects the north and south sides. The town was^named after 
Sir Thomas Brisbane, the governor of New S. Wales, who made it 
a penal station in 1826. Its population is, by census of 1876, 
21,780 within the municipality, but inclusive of suburbs it cannot 
fall short of 30,000. The prmcipal government buildings are^ 
Vice-regal Lodge and Parliament Buildings, Registry Office, Law 
Courts, Telegraph and Post Offices, Custom-house and Hospital. 
Tho various banks and insurance companies are also provide^ 
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■with handsome offices. A small but excellent Botanical Gaeden 
lies on the banks of the Brisbane, while in the anburbs the 
Acolimatizatioa Society has also a well-arranged garden, con- 
taining plimts from all parts of tbe world. Two-thirds of all the 
shipping of the colony comes to this port. Education is well 
represented by its Grammar, J^ormal, and District Primary 



Ipflwleli, second town in this district, and chief town of West 
Moreton, lies on the Bremer B. , 25 miles west of Brisbane, with 
whicb it is in daily commnnication by steamer and rail. Its 
popnlation is, including Buburbs, nearly COOO. It is the centre 
of a large agricultural district. Coal-mining is carried on in its 
immediate neighbourhood, and a mill for the manufacture of 
woollen goods is about to be erected. Cotton, which was largely 
cnltivatod in this district a few years ago, is now, owing to the 
high price of labour, on the decline. The first grammar school 
of the colony was founded here in 1863. An iron bridge, con- 
necting North and South Ipswich, serves the double purpose of 
road and railway. 

Other towns in this district; Sandgate, 14 miles N.E., and 
CleveUttO, 20 miles S.E. of Brisbane, are watering-places for that 
city. Beenlelsh, 23 miles 8. of Brisbane, is the chief town in 
the southern sugar district, Ooodno, 15 miles W. of Brisbane, 
contains WoogarOO, the general Lunatic Asylnm of the colony, 
and has in its neighbourhood the Redbank colliery. Laldley, 
Gatton, and HotdIit'b Creek, are small townships, centres □{ 
agricaltural districts bearing tiiose names, 
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II. Wide Bat and Burnett Districts. — ^The former 
on the coast, and the latter inland, are bounded on the 
N. by Dawes Ra.; S. by Barambah and Jimna Ra.; E. 
by Pacific O.; and W. by watershed between Dawson 
and Burnett Kivers. It contains five electorates. 

The industrial occupations are — ^in the south parb of 
Wide B., timber-getting; along the Mary R., sugar- 
growing and gold-mining; in the Burnett district, pas- 
toral pursuits and copper-mining. 

Chief Towns. 

VBxybOTOXilfli, 160 miles N. of Brisbane, on the Mary E., 60 
miles from its mouth is the entrepdt for the Gympie and other 

gold-fields. Its population is about 6000. It is the centre of a 
irge sugar-growmg district. Iron foundries and saw mills give 
employment to many hands. 

Tengaxle, 9 miles west of Maryhoroi^gh, has an extensive 
sugar-refining manufactory. 

Gympie, on the Upper Mary B., 126 miles N. of Brisbane, and 
54 miles S. of Maryborough, contains numerous reefs, and appli- 
ances for workins them. This gold-field was discovered in 
October 1867, and nas been worked ever since. Its population 
is now about 5000. 

Tlaro, an agricultural township, 16 miles S. of Maryborough, 
is beautifully situated near Mt. Bopple. 

Principal towns on or near the Burnett R.: — 

BQUdAberg, 10 miles from the mouth of the Burnett, is the 
centre of a sugar-growing district, and the nearest seaport to 
the Mount Perry copper-mine. 

Tennlngering, on Inngle's Crk., 63 miles S.W. of Bundaberg, 
is the centre of the Mount Perry copper mining district. 

Ctayndaby on th^ Burnett R, 85 miles W. of Maryborough; 
though a municipality of only 700 inhabitants, is yet the centre 
of a very large pastoral district. 

Nanango is a small pastoral township on Baramba Crk., a 
tributary of the Burnett B. 

III. PoBT CuETis District is bounded on the N. by 
Palmerston Ba.; on the S. by Dawes Ba.; E. by Pacific 
O.; and W. by Connor's and Broad Sound Ranges. It 
contains four electorates. - • -— i^^- - 

Industrial occupations are — stock-rearing, farmingi 
gold-mining, and meat-pi^eserving. 
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CraEP TowKs. 

Roekhampton, the second city and port of the colony, and the 
chief town of Northern Queensland, lies on the Fitzroy B., 45 
miles from its mouth. Population about 7000. It is the ter« 
minus of the Great Northern Railway, and is well supplied with 
gas, and witii water in pipes. In or near the town are several 
meat-preservine and bouing-down establishments. In its vicinity 
are seversd small gold-fiel£. 

Gladstone, the second town of this district, lies on a fine har- 
bour, 345 miles N. of Brisbane. The town is mainly su^tported 
by its export trade in cattle with Noumea in New Caledonia^ and 
by a Bmall salt manufactory. 

Taamba on the Fitzroy K, and Stanwell and Westwood on 
the Great Northern Railway, are small townships in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bockhampton« 

8t. Lawrence, near the head of Broad Sound, is at present the 
seaport for the Peak Downs copper-field. 

IV. The Kekkedy District is bounded on the NT. by 
a line drawn from 0. Grafton to the Main Range; on the 
S. by the Palmerston Ra.; R by Pacific 0.; and W. by 
the watershed between the Gulf Bivs. and the Burdekin 
B. It containB three electorates. 

Industrial occupations are sugar-growings toining, and 
pastoral pursuits. 

Chibp TowiTS. 

Kadcay, on Pioneer B., 625 miles N.W. of Brisbane, with a 
population of 1500, it) in the immediate neighbourhood of nume- 
rous sugar plantations, which yield about one-third of all the 
sugar produced in the colony. There are also numerous cattle 
stations in its vicinily. 

Bowen, beautifully situated on Port Denison, Edgecumbe B., 
100 miles N. of Mackay, has a population of 1200. It possesses 
a fine jetty, running 2000 ft. out into the sea. The district is 
pastoral, with a sm^ amount of agriculture. 

Townsvllle, on Cleveland B., is situated on the bank of Boss 
Creek, with Mount Cudtheringa rising in the background to a 
height of 1500 ft. It possesses a popmation of about 2500, and 
is the entrep6t for the Bavenswood, Charter's Towers, and Gil- 
bert gold-fields. It is the third port of the colony. 

OanlweU, the port of Bockingham B., is the centre of a splen- 
did agricultural district, and is the port for Georgetown on the 
Etherise B. * ^ 
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Inland towns of Una district, all jgreat mining centres, 
are: — 

Oluurter'8 Toven and HUcliester, lying 3 miles apart, and sitn- 
ftted about 120 miles from Townsville; and Ravenswood, 75 miles 
from Townsville. 

V. Cook District is bounded on the K by 14° S. 
lat.; S. by a line drawn from 0. Grafton due "W. to Gulf 
of Carpentaria; E. by Pacific O.; and "W. by Gulf of 
Carpentaria. It contains one electorate. 

TUL as recently as 1873, this district contained only a 
few cattle stations, but the discovery of gold about the 
middle of that year changed it into a populous district, 
with 

Cooktown, on the north bank of the Endeavour B., with a 
varying population; it is the entrep6t of the Palmer diggings. 

Kaytown, PalmervlUe, Byerstown, and ThomslMroiigli, are all 
centres of population on the gold-fidld which lies about 140 miles 
W. of CooktoWn. 

CalmSy on Trinity B.,. the «atrep6t of Hodgkinson gold-field. 

The remaining portion of the colony N. of 14^ S. lat. 
may be called the Cape Tork Peninsula District; it con- 
tains no electorate, but has the town of Somerset, a 
harbour of refuge, and the victualling station of the 
numerous crafts engaged in the Torres Strait beche-de- 
mer, and pearl shell fishery. 

VI. Burke District is bounded on the K by Gulf 
of Carpentaria; S. by 21st parallel S. lat., and the south- 
em watershed of the Flinders R; E. by watershed separ- 
ating basins of Flinders and Burdekm Rivs. ; and W. 
by 138th meridian of E. Ion. It contains only one 
electorate. 

Industrial pursuits are gold and copper mining, with 
cattle-rearing. 

CiiiEP Towns. 

Caernarvon, on Sweer's Island, 20 miles from the mouth of 
the Albert E., and Normanton, 20 miles from the mouth of the 
Norman E., the terminus of the Queensland telegraphic line, 
from which it is proposed to lay to Java a sub-marine cable | 
OeOTKOtown, on the Etheridge R, 249 miles N.E. of Normanton; 
and OUlMrton, 60 miles from it, are the centres of gold-reefing 
districts. 



Inland Districts. 

I. Darling Downs is bounded on tlie N. and E. by 
tlie Main Bange; S. by the south boundary of the colony; 
W. by a line running N. to watershed between Balonne 
and Moonie, thence !N.E. to the Condamine, and then 
due north to Main "R, It contains seven electorates. 

Industrial pursuits are — ^along the southern boundary, 
tin-mining; in the east, along the Oondamine; agricultural; 
in the north and west, and generally over uie district, 
pastoral, especially sheep-rearing. 

/Chibp Towns. 

Toowomba, 102 miles W. of Brisbane, is situated on the sum* 
mit of the Main Range, nearly 2000 ft. above the sea-level. Its 
population is about 5000. It has a brewery, two flour-mills, and 
several saw-mills in the neighbourhood, and is also the centre of 
a large wheat and barley-growing district. European fruits 
crow well in this district. The pastoral stations in this neigh- 
bourhood are now to a great extent freehold and fenced. 

Drayton, 4 miles from Toowomba, is the oldest town on the 
Downs, and, though containing only 900 inhabitants in the muni- 
cipality, is the centre of an extensive and flourishing agricultural 
district. 

CUfton, 42 miles N. of Warwick, on the South- Western Hall- 
way, has a lar]^e meat-preserving establishment and a colliery. 

AUora, 2i miles off the South- Western Railway, 12 miles N. 
of Warwick, with a population of 450, contains one flour-mill 
and one colliery, and is the centre of an agricultural district. • , 

Warwick, by road 110, by rail 165 mues S.W. of Brisbane^ 
contains a population of fully 3000. It is the "prettiest, 
healthiest, and most attractive Inland town in the colony." The 
district is occupied by wheat-growing farmers, and pastoral 
selectors. There are two flour-mills, several saw-mills, and one 
brewery. Wine of a superior quality is made in the vicinity. 
Gold-bearing reefs, though of no great richness, are found in the 
neighbourhood. 

Stantliorpe, 37 miles S. of Warwick, near the southern border, 
is the chief town in the tin-mining districts, the resources of 
which were first developed in 1872. As ** sluicing" is the prin- 
cipal process by which the tin is obtained, the population varies 
with the amount of rain. 

Leybum, Inglewood, and Ooondiwindi are small pastoral town- 
ships, on or near the southern boundary. 

Dalby, the present terminus of the South-Western Railway, 
152 miles N.W. of Brisbane, lies on Myall Creek, and is the 
centre of a pastoral district. Its population is about 2000. 
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Condamlnd, a small township, situated on the river of the same 
name, is 76 miles W. of Dalby. 

II. Maranoa District is bounded on the K by the 
Denbam and Caernarvon Ranges; S. by the colony of 
N. S. Wales; E. by the Darling Downs; and W. by the 
Warrego watershed. It contains two electorates. 

Industrial pursuits axe pastoral. 

Chief Towns. 

Roma, on Bnngil Crk., 169 miles N.W. of Dalby, has a popa- 
lation of 1200. It is the proposed terminus of the South- 
western Railway. The vine is extensively and successfully 
grown, and wine has been, to a small extent, manufactured. 

Surat, on the BaLonne R., 50 miles S.E. of Roma, and St. 
George on the same river, 89 miles further to the S.W., are both 
centres of pastoral districts. 

III. Warrego District is bounded on the N. by the 
Inniskillen Ra., and the southern watershed of the 
Barcoo R.; S. by N. S. Wales; E, by the Maranoa 
watershed; and W. by 141st meridian E. Ion. It con- 
tains one electorate. 

Principal occupations are pastoral pursuits, the north- 
ern part of the district being generally devoted to sheep- 
rearing, and the southern part to cattle-rearing. 

Chief Towns. 

Charlevllle, on the Warrego R., near its junction with the 
Ward; and Cunnamulla, also on the Warrego, 140 miles S.W. 
of Charleville. 

IV. Mitchell District is bounded on the N. by 
21st parallel of S. lat., and the south watershed of Flin- 
ders R.; S. by the 26th parallel of S. lat.; E. by the Great 
Dividing Ra.; and W. by 138th meridian E. Ion. It 
contains one electorate. 

Industrial occupation is pastoral. 

Chief Towns. 

Tambo, on the head waters of the Barcoo R. ; and BlackaU, 
also on the Barcoo, 40 miles N. W. of Tambo, and 241 miles S.W. 
of Springsure ; both are centres of magnificent pastoral districts. 
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Y. Leichhabdt District is bounded on the N. by 
the watershed of the Isaacs B.; S. by Denham and Caer- 
narvon Banges; E. by Connor's Ba., Broad Sound Ba., 
and the Bloomer Mts.; and W. by the north-east Dividing 
and Drummond Banges. It contains three electorates. 

Industrial occupations are mining and pastoral. 

Cmsr Towns. 

Oopperfleld and Clermont, 4 miles apart, the former on, the 
latter near, the celebrated Peak Downs copper-field, with a joint 
population of about 2500. Considerable deposits of gold havd 
been found in the neighbourhood. 

BpringSTire, 200 miles W. of Kockhampton. 

BaTiana, a small township on the Dawson B., centre of pas- 
toral district. 

Taroom, on the Upper Dawson, about 300 miles N.W. of 
Brisbane, a pastoral township. 
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